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off in hot haste. The Sultan also started, accompanied by
all the Amirs, and people said that it was the Sultan himself
who would encounter Ibn 'Othman. The Sultan took with him
the Governor of Aleppo, the great Amir, in irons, and a number
of the bodyguard of Gaza, also in irons. The Governor of
Gaza had reported against them that they had corresponded
with Ibn 'Othman, suggesting to him that he should come
and take possession of Gaza unopposed. They, however,
denied this before the Sultan, and said that Dolat Bey, the
Governor, had a grudge against the Gaza guards, and had
invented this false story against them.

The Sultan then gave them credit for speaking the truth,
and sent Jan Brcdi, Governor of Damascus, to acquit them
of the idle charge made against them. The Sultan released
those that were with him, and sent them to the Inspector-
General of the army to have their cases inquired into.

[80] On Friday, the llth, further rumours were current
to the effect that Ibn 'Othman had sent troops to Gaza, under
the command of his Amirs, one of whom was Iskender Pasha
and another Da'iid Pasha. It was also reported that they
had captured Gaza, and burnt some of the houses that the
Governor had fled, that Ibn 'Othman's troops were advancing
on Egypt, and that affairs were in a bad way.

When the Sultan felt convinced of the truth of this news
it was reported that he would himself go out to meet
Ibn 'Ofchman. He gave orders that the roughs, the mis-
chievous boys, the maghribis, and whosoever was in hiding
on account of a murder or was blood-guilty would receive a
pardon on presenting himself. He would inspect them on the
Maidan, and give them pay and an animal to ride, and they
would be attached to the corps of armourers during the
Sultan's advance. This proclamation gave offence to the
people, who did not like his pardoning murderers ; it would
have been better to have said nothing about this.

Complete confusion prevailed on that day throughout
Cairo ; the expeditionary soldiers left in a great hurry. Amir